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Art Unit: 2625 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 7/10/06 and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-18 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 7/10/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant asserts that the combination of Barnard and DeBry do not disclose, 
teach, or suggest "an authentication module to supply an authentication code to the 
workstation, and to review the print job sent by the workstation to determine validity of a 
copy of the authentication code attached to the print job". The examiner respectfully 
disagrees as the combination of Barnard and DeBry do disclose, teach, or suggest such 
a feature. Particularly, DeBry discloses when a user requests a document to be printed 
that the document source, which may be a server, issues a certificate which guarantees 
the authorization of the document by the print server (see column 5 line 51 -column 6 
line 25). DeBry also discloses that after a user is given a certificate the user can send a 
print request to the print server along with the certificate and the print server will 
determine if the certificate is authentic and in turn allow the document to be printed (see 
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column 8 line 50-column 9 line 27). Although DeBry does not explicitly state that the 
print server supplies the authentication code (certificate), it would have been obvious to 
have the print server of Barnard perform this task because Barnard acknowledges the 
need for secure transmission of print data, and it is a matter of preference as to which 
server supplies this information. Thus, the combination of Barnard and DeBry disclose 
supplying an authentication code to a workstation and reviewing the print job sent by the 
workstation to determine validity of a copy of the authentication code attached to the 
print job. 

Therefore, the rejection of claims 1-18, as cited in the previous Office Action, will 
be maintained and repeated in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0005097 to Barnard et al in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6385728 to DeBry. 

Regarding claim 1, Barnard discloses a print server, for processing a print job 
sent by a workstation, the printer comprising: a printer set-up module to provide a print 
driver for installation on the workstation (see Figs. 2, 4, and 6 and paragraphs [0063] 
and [0064] lines 1-13). 
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Barnard does not disclose expressly an authentication module to supply an 
authentication code to the workstation, and to review the print job sent by the 
workstation to determine validity of a copy of the authentication code attached to the 
print job. 

DeBry discloses an authentication module to supply an authentication code to 
the workstation, and to review the print job sent by the workstation to determine validity 
of a copy of the authentication code attached to the print job (see Figs. 2 and 4, column 
4 line 44-column 5 line 7, and column 8 line 50-column 9 line 27). 

Regarding claim 6, Barnard discloses a method of printing, comprising: attaching 
a workstation to a LAN (see Fig. 1 and paragraphs [0030]-[0032]), downloading and 
installing a print driver on the workstation (see Figs. 2, 4, and 6 and paragraphs [0063] 
and [0064] lines 1-13), and sending the print job from the print server to a printer (see 
paragraph [0064] lines 1-13). 

Barnard does not disclose expressly downloading an authentication code to the 
workstation from a print server, sending a print job, containing the authentication code, 
from the workstation to a print server, and verifying validity of the authentication code. 

DeBry discloses downloading an authentication code to the workstation from a 
server (see column 8 lines 50-65), sending a print job, containing the authentication 
code, from the workstation to a print server (column 8 line 65-column 9 line 4), and 
verifying validity of the authentication code (see column 9 lines 6-27), and sending the 
print job from the print server to a printer (see column 10 lines 18-20). 
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Regarding claims 10 and 13, Barnard discloses downloading and installing a 
print driver on the workstation (see Figs. 2, 4, and 6 and paragraphs [0063] and [0064] 
lines 1-13) and sending the print job from the print server to a printer (see paragraph 
[0064] lines 1-13). 

Barnard does not disclose expressly downloading an authentication code to the 
workstation from a print server, sending a print job, containing the authentication code, 
from the workstation to a print server, and verifying validity of the authentication code. 

DeBry discloses downloading an authentication code to the workstation from a 
server (see column 8 lines 50-65), sending a print job, containing the authentication 
code, from the workstation to a print server (column 8 line 65-column 9 line 4), and 
verifying validity of the authentication code (see column 9 lines 6-27), and sending the 
print job from the print server to a printer (see column 10 lines 18-20). 

Regarding claim 18, Barnard discloses a print server, comprising: a printer set-up 
module to provide a print driver for installation on the workstation (see Figs. 2, 4, and 6 
and paragraphs [0063] and [0064] lines 1-13). 

Barnard does not disclose expressly an authentication module to supply an 
authentication code to the workstation, and to review a print job processed by the print 
driver and sent from the workstation to determine validity of the authentication code 
attached to the print job. 

DeBry discloses an authentication module to supply an authentication code to 
the workstation, and to review a print job processed by the print driver and sent from the 
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workstation to determine validity of the authentication code attached to the print job (see 
Figs. 2 and 4, column 4 line 44-column 5 line 7, and column 8 line 50-column 9 line 27). 

Barnard & DeBry are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, printing based on user printer compatibility. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the authentication procedure, as described by DeBry, which is 
well known in the art, with the system of Barnard. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a secure 
exchange of data between a computing system and a printing device to ensure only 
authorized users have access to the systems. Barnard recognizes a need for secure 
transmission of print data (see paragraph [0053]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine DeBry with Barnard to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims 1, 6, 10, 13, and 18. 

Regarding claim 2, Barnard further discloses a software library to contain the 
print driver and at least one additional print driver (see Fig. 2 "60" and paragraph [0036] 
lines 37-39). 

Regarding claim 3, Barnard further discloses a webpage interface to gather 
information from the workstation to indicate a preferred print driver to be sent to the 
workstation (see paragraphs [0013] lines 5-18, [0038] lines 20-25, [0044] lines 1-3 and 
20-28, and [0062]). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 9, Barnard further discloses a webpage to present a 
questionnaire to a user of the workstation (see paragraphs [0062]-[0064]). 

Regarding claims 5, 8, 12, and 16, Barnard further discloses a MAC address, 
transferred from the workstation to the print server, to aid in the authentication of the 
workstation (see paragraphs [0045] lines 15-16 and [0046] lines 10-17). 

Regarding claims 7 and 15, Barnard further discloses obtaining information about 
the workstation (see paragraphs [0013] lines 5-18, [0038] lines 20-25, [0044] lines 1-3 
and 20-28, and [0062]-[0064]) and using the information to select the print driver from a 
library (see paragraphs [0062]-[0064]). DeBry also discloses obtaining information 
about the workstation (see column 8 line 50-column 9 line 27). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 14, Barnard further discloses gathering information 
from the workstation to indicate a preferred print driver to be sent to the workstation 
(see paragraphs [0062]-[0064]). 

Regarding claim 17, Barnard further discloses obtaining information about the 
workstation from fields send by a browser on the workstation (see paragraphs [0013] 
lines 5-18, [0038] lines 20-25, [0044] lines 1-3 and 20-28, and [0062]-[0064]). 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571 ) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 
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